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sophic temper of the historian. We hope every traveller who 
sets foot upon our soil will hold up this most disgusting trick to 
the execration of the civilized world. We shall blame no one 
who stigmatizes us as barbarians, while tobacco salivation contin- 
ues to be so horribly prevalent among us. On cooking, Mr. 
Von Eaumer very truly remarks, that " The art is still in a very 
low condition in the United States. In proportion to the excel- 
lence of the materials (fish, flesh, vegetables, fruit, &c.) is the 
ignorance shown in the art of preparing them. Give the most 
exquisite block of marble to a common stone-cutter, and he will 
not produce a statue ; so let the finest ox be taken into the kitch- 
en, and a bungler of a cook will fail to give you from him a good 
roast joint. The excessive quantity of seasoning, particularly 
pepper and salt, destroys all the original flavor, creates an un- 
natural thirst, and heats the blood. The roast meats are for the 
most part dry and hard ; the sauces without variety ; many vege- 
tables, such as peas, too old ; the bread often doughy and smok- 
ing hot. A good cook knows how to alter and improve the 
poorest material ; the presumptuous, self-complacent beginner 
destroys the best food, and the eaters into the bargain." Now 
this is true aesthetic doctrine on the subject. We do not think 
that pepper and salt, however, deserve this prominence ; we 
should place several other seasonings decidedly in the foreground. 
And, as on the subject of the hot corn-cakes, so we are not quite 
of his mind with regard to hot bread. But de gustibus non. 

In his allusions to individuals, Mr. Von Raumer sometimes 
makes amusing mistakes. He talks, in one place, of Mr. Web- 
ster being beaten in argument by " the eloquent Buchanan." To 
a distinguished scholar and theologian he attributes the mythical 
character of " one of the most zealous Whigs in New England" ; 
and to Mr. Calhoun the still more mythical character of being 
" always logical and consistent with himself, — totus teres atque 
rotundus." 



2. — Hercules Furens, a Tragedy of Seneca. Edited by Charles 
Beck, Professor of Latin in Harvard University. Boston : 
James Munroe & Co. 1845. 16mo. 

This is a very neat edition of one of the best of Seneca's trag- 
edies. The play entitled Hercules Furens, is, as the editor 
states in his preface, but " little more than a paraphrase of the 
'HgaxXus luuvoptvog of Euripides " ; but it avoids several striking 
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defects in the plan of the original, and contains several passages 
of uncommon poetical beauty. Two of these are specified by 
the editor, — the description of the break of day in the chorus of 
the first act, and the address to sleep in the chorus of the fourth. 
The latter may be compared to the pathetic words of Orestes in 
the play of that name by Euripides, and to King Henry's solilo- 
quy on sleep in Shakspeare. 

The text of this edition is carefully prepared, and various read- 
ings, in cases of importance, are given at the foot of the page. 
The preface is brief, but well written, and contains an outline of 
the plot of Euripides, so that the reader may compare the differ- 
ent modes of handling the subject, as it was taken up by the Greek 
and the Roman poet. At the end of the volume, a body of notes, 
chiefly mythological and historical, is appended. These notes 
are written with the editor's characteristic neatness and conden- 
sation. A table of the metres used in the play with references to 
Munk's Treatise on the Metres of the Greeks and Romans, closes 
the little volume. The lovers of Roman literature will thank Pro- 
fessor Beck for bringing out this play in so correct and scholar- 
like a form. He has adorned it with the fruits of ripe learning, 
carefully avoiding unnecessary show and all pedantry. 



3. — Elementary Grammar of the Latin Language, vrilh a Series 
of Latin and English Exercises for Translation. By 
Dr. Raphael Kuhneb. Translated from the German, by 
J. T. Champlin, Professor of Greek and Latin in Water- 
ville College. Boston : James Munroe & Co. 1845. 
12mo. pp. 383. 

Whatever may be said for or against the multiplication of 
elementary works of instruction, it must be acknowledged that 
one advantage, at least, springs from it. It induces, if it does 
not compel, the teacher to examine and reflect upon the different 
methods of instruction ; it rouses his mental activity, leads him 
to form opinions of his own, and prevents him from sinking into 
the stupor of a dull routine, the baneful influence of which upon 
the growth of the youthful mind is incalculable. But there are 
other advantages which may accrue from additions to our school- 
books, more especially in the department of classical instruction. 
Although considerable progress has been made in many of our 
classical schools with regard to a rational mode of instruction, 
there is still a large field for farther amelioration, and good 



